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ST. PAULõS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
WALLA WALLA, WASHINGTON 

 

òKeep alert, stand 
firm in your faith, 
be courageous,  

be strong.   
Let everything  

you do  
be done in love.ó 

 
 I Corinthians 16:13 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
St. Paulõs is much like a family.  People are attracted to St. Paulõs because they feel welcome, spiritually nurtured, 
and supported by a loving community.  People stay at St. Paulõs because they have a voice ð a voice that develops 
by getting involved in our many groups and activities.  Because we are united through outreach and we share the 
communion rail together, the support and sharing is not limited to any one group of church members.  Feeling 
welcome applies to young and old, rich and poor, male and female, and to diverse racial-ethnic groups.  There 
are many opportunities to get involved, and the spirit of collaboration between clergy and congregants is alive 
and well.  Because St. Paulõs is solid, maintains a good balance between tradition and new ideas, and is well-run 
and organized, congregants feel secure and involved, and believe that their church family adds strength to their 
everyday lives.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our Mission is to provide the means to recognize Godõs call for us, His beloved people. And to act 
upon that call through repentance, worship, spiritual growth, evangelism and service to others. 

ST. PAULõS ð WHO WE ARE  

St. Paul's is an Episcopal church, a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  

We confess that Jesus Christ is the only son of God, and that through his death and resurrection we are assured 
of eternal life.  

We are a liturgical church in the catholic tradition, worshiping with words and actions extending back nearly 
2,000 years to the days of the apostles themselves.  

Celebrating the Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion; Lord's Supper; Mass) is at the very core of all our worship. 
In the bread and wine of this holy meal, we believe that Christ is truly present, renewing the forgiveness of our 
sins and nourishing us to do the work that lies ahead.  

We are a reformed church, believing that we are saved 
by grace through faith, and the Holy Scripture contains 
all things necessary for salvation.  

We are a contemporary church living in joyful 
exuberance and the power of the Holy Spirit who is 
present with us.  

And, we are a child friendly church! 
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WHO WE ARE ð (cont.) 

 
St. Paulõs is a thriving church!  In 2006, we welcomed 33 new members, confirmed 8 congregants, and baptized 6 
people.  Our numbers have remained constant for years, and we remain a strong church in the Walla Walla 
community.  The March 2007 parochial report indicates that St. Paulõs has 500 members with 400 communicants 
in good standing. There are about 50 under the age of 16 with 40 enrolled in Sunday School. Our average Sunday 
attendance is 153 with up to 389 attending the Easter service. We have an average of 15-20 communicants who 
receive the Eucharist in their homes from our Lay Eucharist Ministers.  Currently these ministers are in the 
process of ensuring that all members are included in an updated count, and that their pastoral needs are being 
met, either in their attendance at church or through the efforts of the Lay Eucharist Ministers. 
 
Who are we as a congregation?  Based on numerous group interviews with congregants, written feedback, 
reflection by the search committee, staff interviews, and the 2007 Church Assessment Tool (CAT) survey, a very 
clear message emerges about who we are:  we are a healthy church!  Overwhelmingly, members of St. Paulõs are 
satisfied with how things are in our congregation.  Nearly three-quarters of the respondents to the CAT survey 
attend worship the same amount as three years ago. And, sixty-three percent of respondents reported a "solid 
positive" in response to the question about whether participation in church activities is very meaningful to them. 
In sum, the congregation seems to be stable and satisfied with how things are going. 

  
Though stable in terms of who we are, we also look to the 
future to plan for who we could be.  Members of St. Paulõs 
have a vision for the future.  According to the CAT survey 
and discussion with congregants of all ages, a clear priority 
is to attract youth and families with children to our 
church. Another priority is to develop and implement a 
comprehensive strategy to reach new people and 
incorporate them into the life of the church. All of this 
suggests that St. Paulõs is eager to reach out to members of 
the community, especially to young families. 

 
Our congregation is relatively adaptable in terms of its willingness to make adjustments in the way it goes about 
its ministry, and is perceived as theologically progressive, even as our Sunday morning liturgical style remains 
fairly traditional. There are probably about as many folks who consider themselves conservative as there are 
people who consider themselves liberal.  St. Paulõs is, as one congregant stated during a group interview, òmiddle 
of the road, middle income, and we search for answers which lead to a life that leads us to Christ.ó  We perceive 
ourselves to be a warm congregation, with high levels of satisfaction and excitement among members.  We are a 
group who is able to deal with conflict well and whose members are overwhelmingly satisfied with how much 
the decision-making structures and 
processes of the church are open to our 
concerns and input.  Further, St. Paul's 
congregants are òhighly likelyó to believe 
that our faith and spirituality are central to 
our lives; believe strongly that our church 
helps members identify individual gifts 
and ministries; are òextremely likelyó to 
think that Christian education is a life-
long process; and find the worship 
experience exceptional, in terms of 
quality, spiritual content, and musical 
style. 
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